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History of Robert McCandless

History of Robert McCandless
(ca. 1745 – 1813)

Scotch-Irish History
Throughout the entirety of the 17th century, the British Crown encouraged the migration of Scots to the northern
counties of Ireland in the province of Ulster. This policy was seen to improve two problems: (1) reducing an
unruly,  impoverished  and  dangerous  class  of  people  in  Scotland  and  (2)  seeding  northern  Ireland  with  a
protestant citizenry, loyal to the British Crown as a counterbalance to the native Irish Catholic population. These
people became known as the Ulster Scots or Scotch-Irish.

Oppressive crown economic policies detrimental to Ireland, famines and continuous Protestant-Catholic friction
(which continues to the present day) combined to influence many of the Ulster Scots to chose emigration in the
18th  century.  On  the  receiving  end  of  this  emigration,  many  of  the  British  colonies  in  America  actively
encouraged an influx of the Scotch-Irish. They were seen as a tough, loyal, hard scrabble citizenry experienced in
warfare.  Many colonies provided inducements in land and tax concessions for  the Scotch-Irish to settle the
western frontiers and thereby provide a security buffer against Indian and French threats. Pennsylvania was one
of the colonies encouraging such Scotch-Irish settlement of it's ever-expanding western frontier.

Presumably,  the  Scotch-Irish McCandlesses of  Ulster  are all related to some degree. The name takes many
forms: McCandlish, MacCandless, MacCandles, MacAndless, McAnlis, McCandlis and McCandless. At least
some derive from a Candlish McCandlish who emigrated from the western highlands of Scotland with six sons.
Landing in Belfast sometime prior to 1715, the McCandlishes spread out across the Ulster counties of Antrim,
Derry and Donegal.1

McCandless Emigrations
Several  waves  of  McCandless  emigrations  to  America  occurred.  In  1763,  there  is  record  of  a  George
McCandless leasing land in Cumberland County, Pennsylvania. It is possible that George was an elder brother or
cousin to Robert McCandless. George McCandless kept a tavern in the small village of Milton. Four days after
the signing of the Declaration of Independence, an election of delegates to the Constitutional Convention was
held in the McCandless Tavern. Two years later, the town of Milton was burned during an Indian raid. George
reportedly had several sons who fought in the Revolutionary War.2

In 1770,  a group of four or five McCandless family members emigrated from Ulster to Pennsylvania3.  The
emigration record is confused but consists of (apparently) two Roberts, a Bakel, a James and a “??” McCandless.
The two Roberts are identified as Robert and Rob't. James is identified as brother to Rob't. Both Bakel and ?? are
identified as traveling with “Father; Husband Robert”.

I have my doubts that these records can be relied upon as conclusive evidence that there were more than one
Robert in this family grouping. What does seem clear is that our Robert McCandless and wife (named either
Bakel or ??) emigrated from Ulster in 1770 with Robert's brother James. Beyond that, it is possible the father of
Robert and James also was with the group and that he was also named Robert. The other female, not married to
our Robert could have been James' spouse or Robert Sr.'s spouse. It is even conceivable that ?? McCandless may
have been Robert's infant child Elizabeth who is known to have been born circa 1770. In any event, given that
our Robert McCandless had a daughter named Bakel (born circa 1778) and that he lived in the same Cumberland

1 The McCandless and Related Families: Pioneers of Butler County, Pennsylvania, Joseph Feree, 1977, p. 4.

2 Ibid. p. 4

3 Ulster Genealogical & Historical Guild. “Interest List” in Ulster Genealogical & Historical Guild, no. 9, 1986, pp. 1-42
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History of Robert McCandless

County  township  (Antrim  Twp.)  as  a  James
McCandless,  this  emigration  record  must
certainly be his.

The  family  bible  purchased  by  Robert
McCandless in 1802 has an interesting annotation
that might bear upon this discussion. On a page
by  itself,  the  bible  records  “Mary  MCandless
Deceased March 7 one thousandEght hunderd”.
It  is  written  in  Robert  McCandless'  own  hand.
Robert  had a  daughter  Mary  (born  circa 1775)
who  survived  beyond  Robert's  death.  My
suspicion is that the Mary McCandless who died
7 March 1800 was Robert's first wife.

It is known that Robert's youngest son from his first marriage (John) was born circa 1792. It is also known that
his first wife was dead by the time of the 1800 census. This date in late winter would have very likely preceded

the 1800 census taking. If
this  is  true,  then  Robert's
daughter Mary was named
after  her  mother.  His
daughter Bakel was named
after  her  grandmother  or
aunt.  Recording  his  first
wife's  death  in  the  same
bible  that  he  recorded  his
second marriage may have

been Robert's way of providing Sarah McConaughy McCandless a solid, sacred, written record of the marriage's
legitimacy and the legitimacy of their daughter Martha. Two arrangements of the emigration records, consistent
with the McCandless bible, are provided in Figures 1 and 2.

Cumberland County History of Robert McCandless (1777 – 1784)
No record of Robert has been found for the years between 1770 and 1778. During this time period, Pennsylvania
excused settlers of the western frontier from taxes and even postponed collection of payment for lands. This
policy was in recognition of the hardships of frontier life and the service the settlers provided in securing the
frontier.

It is documented by tax records and revolutionary war records that by 1777 Robert and brother James are settled
in Antrim Township, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania (see the maps of Pennsylvania provided in Figures  6
and 7 at the end of this document). The first record is a muster roll from the Cumberland County militia 8th
Battalion for James McCandless on 23 October 1777.

Whether or not Robert and James McCandless were closely related to George McCandless is unproven. The
Cumberland Valley was a magnet for Scotch-Irish settlement with their group accounting for 90% of the local
population.  However,  all  three  McCandlesses  became  residents  of  Antrim  Twp.  at  the  same  time.  Given
subsequent McCandless emigrations from Ulster to this area and group migrations of these McCandlesses to
Butler County, a close familial relationship is likely.
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Figure 2.  Alternative arrangement of emigration records assuming only one Robert
McCandless.

Bakel
McCandless

Robert
McCandless

Mary
McCandless

James
McCandless

Figure 1. One arrangement of the 1770 McCandless emigration
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History of Robert McCandless

The First  State Tax of  Pennsylvania, 1778,  records Robert  McCandless as a resident  of  Antrim Township,
Cumberland County4.  Robert was assessed a tax of 11 pounds, 3 shillings, as the owner of two horses and 2
cattle plus the sum of 1 pound, 10 shillings, as a Freeman. Brother James, living close by, is also recorded as a
resident of  Antrim Township and taxed accordingly. The Robert  McCandless tax records5  are provided  in
Table 1.

Table 1.  Robert McCandless tax records from Antrim Township, Cumberland County.

Year Acres Horses Cattle Negroes
1778 – 2 2 –

1779 100 2 2 –

1780 120 3 4 –

1781 120 4 4 –

1782 – 3 4 –

Revolutionary War Service in the Cumberland County Militia
The Pennsylvania Militia was organized under an Act of  the  Pennsylvania Assembly of  March 17,  1777.  It
required compulsory enrollment by constables of all able-bodied white males between the ages of 18 and 53.
Most citizens never saw active duty and only were periodically assembled (or mustered) for drilling. I have been
unable  to  find  any  evidence  that  Robert's  service  included  any  active  duty.  All  the  records  found  in  the
Pennsylvania State Archives' Revolutionary War Military Abstract Card Files6 indicate Inactive service.

There are multiple records of Robert McCandless' service from 1779 through 1782 with the Cumberland County
militia during the Revolutionary War. These records consist of company muster rolls and records of fines and are
provided  in Table 2.  The units he served with were almost  all  manned and officered  by Antrim Township
residents.  Included  in  these  records  is  documentation  of  the  close  relationship  Robert  developed  with  the
Johnston  family.  Both  William  Johnston  Sr.  and  William  Johnston  Jr.  became  sons-in-law  of  Robert
McCandless.

Robert and James McCandless (and William Johnston too) are recorded as being fined.  Assembling farmers
several times a year was a difficult problem. Pennsylvania employed fines to enforce attendance and, eventually,
fines became a significant source of badly needed revenue during the war years.

Interestingly enough,  Pennsylvania's war records include another  Robert  McCandless  who saw service as a
Ranger in Northumberland County sometime during 1778-1783.  This Robert is recorded as having received
depreciation pay. Our Robert's service in the Cumberland County militia is well documented between 25 March
1778 and 24 August 1782. It is unlikely these two people are the same individual.

4 Pennsylvania Archives, Third Series, Volume XX – State and Supply Transcripts of the County of Cumberland for the
years 1778, 1779, 1780, 1782 and 1785. p. 17

5 Ibid. Vol. XX, pp. 7, 12, 120, 254, 391, 394 and 539.

6 Revolutionary War Military Abstract Card Files available on line from the Pennsylvania State Archives ARIAS system at
http://www.digitalarchives.state.pa.us/
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History of Robert McCandless

Table 2.  Service records of the Cumberland County Militia 7,8

Date Btln. / Co. Notes
23 Oct 1777 8th / 3rd James McCandless only

14 Jul 1778 8th / 2nd James McCandless only under Capt. James Poe. James is marked delinquent and fined
100 pounds.

23 Jan 1778 1st / 6th William Johnson marked “Difficult to march” and fined 7 pounds 10 shillings

25 Mar 1778 8th / 2nd Robert and William Johnston serving under Capt. John Rea. Both are marked
delinquent and fined 40 pounds

19 Apr 1779 8th / 3rd Robert, James and William Johnston under Capt. John Jack. Robert and James are both
fined 1 pound 10 shillings, cause unknown.

10 Aug 1780 8th / 6th Pvts. Robert McCandless, James McCandless and William Johnston serving in Captain
John Jack's company

22 Aug 1780 6th / 5th William Johnston – on 30 Aug his record is marked “Inability of body; pay 1/3 part of
his fine”

20 Sep 1780 2nd / 1st Robert McCandless only

14 Mar 1781 1st / 6th Robert McCandless only

25 Jul 1781 1st / 6th Robert with William Johnston serving under Col. James Johnston and Capt. Thomas
Johnston. On 27 July William is recorded in the 6th  Battalion / 5th Company

24 Jun 1782 6th / 5th Robert serving under Col. James Dunlap and Capt. William Strain. An additional record
for 27 July 1782 plus the record indicates the company marched out on 23 Aug 1782

24 Aug 1782 1st / 6th Robert once again with William Johnston under Col. James Johnston and Capt. Thomas
Johnston

1782 8th / – James McCandless only

1782 1st / 7th William Johnston only

Franklin County History of Robert McCandless (1784 – 1786)
In 1784, Antrim Township of Cumberland County became Franklin County. The List of Taxables for Franklin
County in 1786 includes Robert McCandless.9

Westmoreland County History of Robert McCandless (1787 – 1796)
Sometime in 1786-1787, Robert McCandless and family move to Westmoreland County. According to research
done by Clarence McCandless:

Warranties of  Land in the County of  Westmoreland reveal that Robert  applied for  and was
issued a warrant for 300 acres of land February 21, 1787.10 Warrant number 350 was issued for
300 acres of land at a price of 10 pounds per 100 acres. The survey of the land recorded in M
Book, page 419 on September 13, 1787 noted the land to contain 329 acres. At the time of the

7 Revolutionary War Military Abstract Card Files available on line from the Pennsylvania State Archives ARIAS system at
http://www.digitalarchives.state.pa.us/

8 Pennsylvania Archives, Fifth Series, Volume IV p. 371; Vol. VI pp. 85, 99, 115, 130, 428, 430, 521, 540, 541, 571

9 Pennsylvania Archives, Third Series, Volume XIII, p. 594

10 Ibid. Volume XXVI, Provisional Papers in the Several Counties of the State of Pennsylvania, 1730 – 1898. p. 472
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History of Robert McCandless

survey, the land was situated in Hempfield Township on the waters of  Sewickley Creek also
known as Big Lick Creek. The patent recorded in P Book, Volume 12,  page 15 was issued
September 18, 1787 and required an additional payment of 3 pounds, 16 shillings. The tract of
land was named  Springfield and is located on the south side of Sewickley Creek just south of
present day New Stanton and east of Interstate 70.11, 12

In 1790,  the first national census is held.  Robert McCandless and family are recorded as residents of  South
Huntington Township, Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania. The 1790 census only recorded the names of heads
of households and enumerated individuals into three categories of  interest: free white males of  16 years and
upwards including heads of families, free white males under 16 years, and free white females.

Table 3.  1790 Census Rolls, South Huntington Twp., Westmoreland Co., Pennsylvania

Head of Household Males 16 yrs and up Males under 16 yrs Females
Robert McCandles 1 2 5

In addition to Robert and wife Mary/Bakel, the census recorded two male children and four females. The male
children would have been Robert Jr. born ca. 1785 and James born ca. 1790. As to the females, assuming his
two eldest daughters, Elizabeth (born ca. 1770 and who married William Johnston Sr.) and Jean (born ca. 1773
and married an Abraham Day) were married at this point, that left Mary, Bakel, Margaret and Sarah. 

McCandless Emigration Wave to Butler County (1796)
Sometime prior to 1795, another George McCandless emigrated from Ulster to Cumberland County. He was
soon followed by his brother John with wife and small daughter and then, come 1795,  George's and John's
parents, John and Jane Carothers McCandless, with their remaining siblings. Included with this last group were
two nephews of  John McCandless, a Robert M. McCandless married to cousin Jane McCandless (and often
confused with our Robert), and brother William (called Tailor Billy in Butler County to differentiate him from
his cousin William McCandless called Stiller or Distiller Billy). All these McCandlesses arrived in Cumberland
County, hungry for land.13

With the close of the Revolutionary War, most of the Indian tribes that had allied themselves with the British
signed peace treaties between 1784 and 1786. However, hostilities with the Indian tribes were renewed in 1787.
These conflicts had a suppressing affect on western settlement. In August 1794,  the Wyandot,  Shawnee and
Delaware nations were decisively defeated by General Wayne at the Battle of  Fallen Timbers. On 3 August
1795, the Treaty of Greenville brought hostilities to an end and opened up western Pennsylvania and the future
state of Ohio to expanded settlement.

Pennsylvania had identified extensive tracts of land in the western portion of the state available to Revolutionary
War  veterans  for  settlement.  The  Depreciation  Lands were  designated  to  redeem  certificates  given  to
Pennsylvania soldiers who had been payed in depreciated war time currency. The Donation Lands were set aside
to provide tracts of land donated to each soldier and officer of the line who had served through the end of the
war.  Certificates  for  these  lands  were  distributed  beginning  in  1785.  Many  veterans  never  saw their  land
choosing to sell it to eastern speculators. The Donation and Depreciation Lands extended through much of what
would become Butler County. Robert McCandless, as a war veteran, may have had claims for these lands based
upon his war service. 

11 Bureau of Land Records, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Harrisburg.

12 McCandless Werner/Winner and Related Families of Southern Butler County Pennsylvania, Clarence Edwin McCandless,
1989, p. 46

13 The McCandless and Related Families, p. 4
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History of Robert McCandless

According to the 1895 History of Butler County.

In 1796 sixty men from Allegheny, Westmoreland, Juniata and Cumberland counties appeared
in this part of the wilderness and selected sixty eligible farms and sites for cabins. To each a
name was given, such as "Eden," "Hickory," "Hermitage," "Glenn," "Partnership Farm," "Thorn
Tent," etc. Then the cabins were erected, one on each farm, and next the drama of the lottery was
enacted. A slip of paper bearing the name of each farm was placed in a hat, while a list of sixty
names was handed to one of the colonists. When the first slip was taken from the hat and the
name of the farm proclaimed, it was credited to the first name on the list, and so on until all the
farms were distributed. As the tract was then unsurveyed, it was agreed that after the survey,
should two persons be found to be occupying the same 400 acres, the neighbor on the north
should relinquish his claim and take the next unsettled tract of 400 acres to the north.14

A large number (if  not the vast majority) of  these men were interrelated by blood or marriage. This group
included many McCandlesses, cousins named Carothers, in-laws named Gilliland, Johnston and Fish. 

Robert McCandless of Cumberland County became part of this 1796 settlement of Butler County. At that time,
Robert would be approximately 50 years old but still with several young children under the age of 16. The 1800
Census records  for  Connoquenessing Township  seem to  indicate  that  two  more  of  Robert's  daughters  had
married and that a widowed Robert was left with three young sons )about 15, 10 and 8 years old) plus two
daughters. Both the daughters would have been at prime marrying age with Margaret around 20 and Sarah about
18 years old. The 1800 census data is provided in Table 4.

Table 4.  1800 Census Rolls, Connoquenessing Twp., Butler Co., Pennsylvania

Free White Males Free White Females

Head of Household
under
10 yrs.

10 thru
15

16 thru
25

26 thru
44

45 and
older

under
10 yrs.

10 thru
15

16 thru
25

26 thru
44

45 and
older

Rob't. McCandles 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 0

It is also recorded in The History of Butler County, 1895, that at this same time, Robert, with sons-in-law, Hugh
Gilliland and William Johnston were founding elders of the Middlesex Presbyterian Church of Butler County.

MIDDLESEX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Owing  to  the  scanty  material  at  hand  for  making  up  the  early  history  of  this  church,  the
following sketch is not as full and perfect as is desirable. Of the time of its organization, or even
of the fact of there having been any formal organization, at any time, there is no record. It is
certain that the ground on which the church now stands was occupied as a place of preaching as
early as the beginning of the present century. The place then, an unbroken, seems to have been
selected as a point around which the people gathered and listened to the preaching of the Gospel,
sitting under the grand old oaks -- their only protection from sun and rain. Meeting habitually for
worship  under  these  circumstances  and  for  some  time,  the  congregation  grew into  general
recognition, and took the name of Middlesex, from the township in which it was located. The
first man known to have preached the Gospel on the ground now occupied by the church was
Rev. Abraham Boyd. Mr. Boyd was licensed to preach the Gospel by the Presbytery of Ohio, on
the 25th day of June, A.D. 1800. He immediately commenced preaching in the place standing on
a made platform, with his audience before him seated on logs or on the ground. On the 17th day
of June, 1802, Mr. BOYD was ordained to the full work of the church and installed pastor of the
Middlesex Church, by the Presbytery of Erie, which at that time included all of Butler County
within its bounds. 

14 History of Butler County, 1895, Chapter IV, p. 42
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History of Robert McCandless

The original members of the session of the church were Hugh Gilliland, William Johnson and
Robert McCandless.15

In 1803, a log cabin was erected and used as a house of worship by the Middlesex Presbyterian Church until
1817 when it was replaced by a hewn-log building.

Second Marriage to Sarah McConaughy (1803 – 1813)
Due to the difficulties of frontier life, Robert must have been quite anxious to find another wife to help him with
his remaining young children. His two daughters still at home for the 1800 Census were probably soon to be
wed. On Tuesday, 5 April 1803, the 55-ish Robert married 38 year old Sarah McConaughy16. It is quite likely,
that they were wed in the Middlesex Presbyterian Church by the Rev. Boyd where Robert was a church elder.
Whether  or  not  this  was  Sarah's  first  marriage  is  unknown.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  McConaughy
(originally  of  York  County) and  Martha Lowry McConaughy (married  3  Oct  1759  in  St  James  Episcopal
Church, Lancaster, PA).

It  was the  recollection  of  Sarah's  grandson,  Levi  Miller17,  that  John McConaughy died  in  Beaver  County,
Pennsylvania, and Martha Lowry McConaughy died in Mercer County, Pennsylvania. The 1800 Census recorded
a John McConnehe, resident of South Beaver Twp., Beaver County. In addition to John and wife Martha, both
recorded in the 45 and older category, there is one male, 16-25, two females 16-25, and one female 26-44. It is
quite possible that Sarah, 35 years old in 1800, was the latter female. Sarah is known to have had a younger
brother David whose age would have been around 25 in 1800.

Table 5.  1800 Census Rolls, South Beaver Twp., Beaver Co., Pennsylvania

Free White Males Free White Females

Head of Household
under
10 yrs.

10 thru
15

16 thru
25

26 thru
44

45 and
older

under
10 yrs.

10 thru
15

16 thru
25

26 thru
44

45 and
older

John McConnehe 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 2 1 1

How Sarah McConaughy and Robert McCandless met is a mystery. There were several McCandlesses, Johnstons
and a Gilliland resident in Beaver Co. in 1800. Perhaps relatives or in-laws of Robert matched him with Sarah.
The  McConaughys  originated  in  York  County  where  several  McCandlesses  resided.  It  was  Levi  Miller's
recollection  that  “there  has  been  a  frequent  inter-marriage  of  the  McConaughy  and  McCandless  in  both
Eastern and Western parts of the state”. Never-the-less, their marriage was recorded in a large family bible
purchased by Robert McCandless in July 1802. One wonders if the marriage was in the works in July 1802 and
Robert bought a new family bible in preparation for his new family.

Having married in April 1803, Sarah was soon pregnant and delivered a daughter on 12 July 180418. The child
was named  Martha McCandless  after  her  maternal grandmother,  Martha Lowry McConaughy.  This Martha
McCandless would eventually marry Samuel Miller on 14 January 1830 in Deerfield, Ohio, and locate on a farm
in North Benton, Ohio.

15 History of Butler County, 1883, Chapter 25. See also Church Records, Middlesex United Presbyterian Church, Book
Number 19, p. 88.

16 As recorded in the Robert McCandless family bible, dated 1800, currently in the possession of Thomas E Miller, Parker,
CO.

17 From a type-written copy of an original memorandum of Levi Alexander Miller (1830 – 1911) concerning his maternal
ancestors. The copy is currently in the possession of Thomas E Miller, Parker, CO.

18 As recorded in the Robert McCandless 1802 family bible.
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In the Taxables of 1803 list for Butler County, a Robert McCandless is recorded as the owner of 400 acres in
Connoquenessing Twp.19 It is recorded that in January of 1804, Robert purchased 400 acres of land known as
Aughnacloy in  Connoquenesing  Twp.,  Butler  Co.  and  a  patent  for  the  land  was  registered.20 Due  to  the
complexities of the Depreciation Lands and Donation Lands in Butler County, payment for and legal title to the
homesteads in Butler County were often delayed and disputed with eastern speculators who had bought land
certificates from war veterans. This purchase, and the corresponding patent, was probably for the original 1796
homestead of 400 acres claimed by Robert McCandless and reflected in the Taxables of 1803. Later in 1804, a
remapping of the Butler County townships makes Robert's Connoquenessing land a part of Middlesex Township.

Aughnacloy is the name of a village in County Tyrone in the Province of Ulster. If Robert McCandless chose this
name for his homestead when he finally received title, it might be an indicator of his birthplace in Ulster. This
can only be considered speculation since the historical record indicates that the homesteads of the original 1796
settlement of Butler County were first named and then distributed randomly amongst the pioneers.

Descendant Clarence McCandless reports21 that two years later, in October 1806, Robert McCandless purchased
acreage in Venango Twp. in the northern part of Butler County.22 Clarence McCandless believes that Robert and
Sarah moved to the new Venango Twp. land in conjunction with the families of two of Robert's sons-in-law:
William Johnston and William Kilgore. The 1810 Census identified two R. McCandlesses in Butler County (see
Table 6.

Table 6.  1810 Census Rolls, Venango Twp., Butler Co., Pennsylvania

Free White Males Free White Females

Head of Household
under
10 yrs.

10 thru
15

16 thru
25

26 thru
44

45 and
older

under
10 yrs.

10 thru
15

16 thru
25

26 thru
44

45 and
older

Robt McCandles
(Venango Twp.) 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1

R McCandles
(Middlesex Twp.) 2 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0

The Venango Twp, census record poses a bit of a conundrum. In 1810, seven years past his marriage to Sarah, in
addition to Robert (now in his 60s) and Sarah (now 45), there were two children recorded. A daughter of under
10 years of age was listed (Sarah would have been six at the time) and also a male child under 10 years of age.
The Robert McCandless 1802 bible only recorded the birth of daughter Sarah and had no indication of a son. In
Robert's 1813 will there was no mention of a young son from his marriage with Sarah. It is possible that Robert
had a son born prior to the 1810 census who died prior to Robert's 1813 will. Given that Martha's birth is
recorded in the family bible, it would seem exceedingly unlikely that such a son's birth and death would not be
recorded.  Another  possibility  is  that  the  widower,  Robert  McCandless,  had  married  a  widow,  Sarah
McConaughy, who brought with her a young son. This boy's birth would have preceded the marriage and not
have been recorded in the bible.  Not  being a McCandless,  no provision for  him might have been made in
Robert's will beyond the portion provided to Robert's wife Sarah. The difficulty with this explanation is that
there is no mention in Miller family history (which is fairly precise concerning Sarah) of  a son,  brother to

19 History of Butler County Pennsylvania, 1895, Chapter IV, p. 42

20 Bureau of Land Records, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania – Survey: C Book, Volume 139, p. 196. Patent: Patent Book,
Volume 61, p. 259.

21 McCandless Werner/Winner and Related Families of Southern Butler County Pennsylvania, Clarence Edwin McCandless,
1989, p. 48

22 Sheriff's Book, Volume 1, 1806, Lot Number 170, p. 5
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Martha, nor does this theory accord with the 1800 Census record for Sarah's father, John McConaughy, recorded
above.

A third possibility is that Clarence McCandless is mistaken about the Venango Twp. connection. Pennsylvania in
general and Butler County in particular had a surplus of Robert McCandlesses consisting of at least: (1) our
Robert, husband of Sarah, (2) his son Robert Jr. at that time married to an Emily Critchlow with two young sons
(ages one and two), (3) Robert M. McCandless married to Jane McCandless and also part of the 1796 Butler
County settlement, (4) Robert M's son Robert Jr. and possibly (5) the Robert McCandless who was a Ranger in
Northumberland County. Our Robert McCandless, already in his sixties and with less than three years to live
may have easily been beyond his prime for carving out a new homestead in Venango Township. I wonder if the
1810 Census record for R. McCandles in Middlesex Twp. represents 25 year-old Robert Jr. farming a portion of
his  father's  land,  his  21  year-old  wife  Emily,  their  two  young  sons  plus  Robert  Jr.'s  step-sister,  Martha
McCandless. Robert Sr. and Sarah, also residing on the 400 acre Middlesex farm, being somehow absent or
uncounted. This theory is at least supported by the fact that Robert died in Middlesex Twp. and he identified
himself in his will as “of Middlesex Township”. His estate documents only mention two tracts of  land, his
Middlesex Twp. land where son Robert Jr. was living and another tract of 275 acres presumably the same land
mentioned in his will as “the plantation that I now live on”. Given that Aughnacloy was approximately 400 acres,
then 100 acres could have been given to Robert Jr. to raise his family and the rest was Robert Sr.'s plantation.

It is known that the sale of Robert's 329 acre Springfield tract of land in Westmoreland County was made five
years before Robert's death in January 1808 although the deed was not recorded until 19 May 1817.23

Death of Robert McCandless (1813)
Early in 1813, Robert must have been failing in health and knew that his death was imminent. He wrote a will
dated 19 April 1813 24 and died five days later on the 24th of April, 1813 25. The will was presented for probate
three days later on 27 April 1813.

Although not written in Robert's own hand, the will is signed by Robert and tells us much of the man. The will
reads as follows (with all its peculiar capitalization and spelling intact):

The Last Will and Testament of Robert McCandless

Whereas I, Robert McCandless of Middlesex Township and County of Butler being in a Low
State of health and being assured that I at Some period must Depart this Life and being by the
Providence of God in my proper senses and Sound Memory Do Bequeath all my worldly estate
unto those of My heirs that I will Name as follows viz.

first to My Wife Sarrah McCandless the one third of all my personal property which property
must be appraised and She must take it at the appraisment.

second to my Daughter Martha and Sarrah Brown and Jean Day and Elizabeth Gilliland and
Marget  Johnston  and  Bakel  Kilgore  and  Mary  Johnston  my  Daughters  and  Robert
McCandless and John McCandless and James McCandless my Sons must Each have an
Equal Share of my Estate that remains after my Wifes third is taken out.

thirdly I allow all my Estate Real and personal to be appraised and my Son Robert McCandless
may keep that hundred acres of Land that he Lives on at the appraisement by paying the

23 McCandless Werner/Winner and Related Families of Southern Butler County Pennsylvania, Clarence Edwin McCandless,
1989, p. 47

24 Butler County Will Book, Butler, PA, 1813 – Volume A p. 34 available through the Butler Area Public Library along
with his estate and probate records.

25 As recorded in the 1802 Robert McCandles Bible
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other heirs the balance that may be over his Equal Divide of the Estate only he must have
Seven years to pay the Said overplus.

fourthly I allow the plantation that I now Live on to be rented Seven years and the rent to be
given to my Wife Sarrah and my Daughter Martha for their Maintainance over and above
their other Share Described and then at the End of the above period of Seven years it must
be Sold for  the best price that can be had and Divided as above Described among my
children.

fifthly after My Wife Sarrah takes her third at the appraisment the remainder of  the personal
property must be Sold and all Debts Due me Recovered and all that is Due to any person
by me paid and then the Whole of my personal property to be Divided as Directed above
only Martha is not to Receive her part till at full age of Maturity and if She Should die
before that time her part to Descend among the Rest of my children.

sixthly  I  appoint  William  Johnston  Esq.  of  Cranberry  Township  and  William  Johnston  of
Middlesex Township to Execute this my Last Will and Testament in Witness whereof I
have hereunto Set my hand and Seal this Nineteenth day of  Aprile one thousand Eight
hundred and thirteen      1813

(signed)  Robert McCandless

By 18th and 19th century standards, Robert was a lucky man with all of his sons and daughters surviving until he
died in his late sixties. This was rare.

His current wife, Sarah, was the first person addressed in the will and was provided for generously. No doubt in
1803, as a widower with three children still at home, Robert very much needed a wife but the evidence in his will
is that Sarah was far more than a marriage of convenience.

He  treated all  his  children,  male  and  female,  first  marriage and  second,  with complete  and  total  equality.
Although he permitted his son Robert to keep the 100 acres of land upon which he was currently raising a young
family, he required his son to indemnify the other siblings appropriately though  allowing him plenty of time to
raise the money.

The inheritance for his one remaining under-age daughter, Martha (who was 10 years old at the time of Robert's
death), was scrupulously set aside until her maturity. Additionally, he allowed that his other children would have
to wait up to seven years for some of their inheritance while his remaining land was rented out to provide Sarah
and Martha sustenance until Martha was of age.

Robert appointed two sons-in-law, the two William Johnstons (also father and son), as executors. Placing this
father and son combination in charge must indicate a complete faith in their integrity and honesty. This would
also seem to imply that he had no fears that his children from his first marriage would treat his second wife and
daughter unfairly.

All in all, Robert seems to have been a man of fairness, generosity and integrity.

Estate Records
The estate records for Robert are quite detailed (though faded and difficult to decipher in places). Although parts
of the estate were settled quite rapidly, it took over three years to complete the entire task. A vendue or auction
was held on 4 May 1813. Many of the items were bought by his heirs with a few items going to neighbors. The
records from the sale (see Table 7) and the record of items Sarah McConaughy took from the estate (see Table 8)
are an interesting snapshot of an 1813 farmer and pioneer household. 
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Robert's estate was appraised at $1853.93 including $475 cash. Most of this value was in two tracts of land:

• 100 acres of land in Middlesex Twp. in the possession of Robert McCandless Jr. valued at $3 per acre for a
total of $300

• 275 acres valued at $3.50 per acre for $962.50

Additionally, it appears Robert held almost $492.91 in notes primarily on several of his sons and sons-in-law.

Robert's death in April caught him with crops in the field, 14 acres of rye and 3 acres of wheat. Not only did he
have a wide variety of livestock but he was also a beekeeper with two hives.

Of particular interest are the books in the estate. Sarah McCandless took one large bible from the estate appraised
at  $4.00.  This  is  undoubtedly  the  1802  McCandless  family  bible  that  has  been  passed  down through the
generations. Sold at the vendue were five other books from the estate, all religious or spiritual books. Together
with Sarah's bible, they make a rather large collection of Presbyterian religious and inspirational works suitable
for an elder in the church. Clearly, Robert was a seriously religious man. 

The five books sold from the estate were:

1. The Afflicted Man's Companion: or, A directory for persons and families, afflicted with sickness, or any
other distress. : With directions to the sick, both under and after affliction. Also, directions to the friends of
the sick, and others who visit them. And likewise to all, how to prepare both for sickness and death; and how
to be exercised at the time of dying. To which is added, a collection of comfortable texts of scripture, very
suitable for dying believers.– The choice sayings of many eminent dying saints.--The author's last advice to
his wife and children: and his dying words. – by the Rev. Mr. John Willison, late Minister of the Gospel at
Dundee, Scotland

This book was purchased by one of Robert's neighbors, Isaac Covert.

2. A FAIR AND IMPARTIAL TESTIMONY Essayed In Name Of A Number of Ministers, Elders, and Christian
People  Of  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND  Unto  The  Laudable  PRINCIPLES,  WRESTLINGS  &
ATTAINMENTS OF THAT CHURCH; and Against the Backslidings, Corruptions, Divisions, and Prevailing
Evils,  Both  Of  FORMER  & PRESENT  TIMES  And  Namely  THE  DEFECTIONS  OF THE  Established
Church;  Of  The  Nobility,  Gentry,  Commons,  Seceders,  Episcopalians,  Etc.  Containing  A  BRIEF
HISTORICAL DEDUCTION OF THE chief occurrences in this church from her beginning to the year 1744,
WITH REMARKS; and humble pleadings with our mother church, to exert herself to stop defection, and
promote reformation. attested & adhered unto by sundry ministers. By the Rev. JOHN WILLISON, Minister
of the Gospel at Dundee, Scotland26

This book was purchased by one of Robert's neighbors, Isaac Covert.

3. Psalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs by Isaac Watts

This book was sold to Robert's son-in-law Hugh Gilliland, husband to Elizabeth McCandless,
and a fellow elder of the Middlesex Presbyterian Church.

4. Psalms of David Imitated by Isaac Watts

This book was sold to Robert's son-in-law William Kilgore, husband to Bakel McCandless.

26 Available in its entirety on the internet at Christian Classics Ethereal Library
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/willison/testimony.html
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5. The Confession of Faith of the Westminster Assembly of Divines

This is a  Presbyterian  catechism and was sold  to Robert's son-in-law William Johnston Sr.,
husband to Mary McCandless.  Presumably it is William Johnston Sr. who is Robert's fellow
elder of the Middlesex Presbyterian church and not his son.

An interesting sign of  the times is that although Robert  was clearly  literate  as  the owner of  all  the  above
mentioned books, that was not necessarily the case with all his children. In the receipts included in Robert's estate
records, none of his daughters could sign their names. Each one had to make her mark and have it witnessed by
others. Robert's wife Sarah was the only woman in the estate's records who was able to sign her own name. There
are several samples of Sarah's signature on receipts for partial payments of her share of the estate. Her signature
appears belabored at times. On one receipt she spells her name Sarhah and on others it is Sarah. In contrast, all
of Robert's sons and sons-in-law were able to sign their
own names. Who knows what were the opportunities
for schooling for Robert's children in the 1770s. Even
Robert's own hand does not appear all that strong and
his  spelling  is  quite  eclectic  in  the  few  examples
available. 27 

Epilogue - Sarah McCandless and Martha
Robert's estate was still being settled as late as March 1816. Sarah lingered in Butler County some years after
Robert's death. On May 15th, 1813 Sarah signed for $3.82 as a part of her inheritance. There is another receipt in
the estate records dated March 25th 1815 where Sarah signed for $64.17. The last receipt is dated May 4th
181528 where Sarah signed for $241.42 as another part of her share of the estate.

Presumably  through  these  years  immediately  after  Robert's  death,  Sarah  and  Martha  remained  on  the
Aughnacloy farm with either  Robert  Jr.  farming the land  or,  perhaps  more  likely,  the farm  rented  out  as
suggested in Robert's last will.

Sarah's father, John McConaughy, had apparently died sometime before  1810.  The 1810 census for  Beaver
County  only  recorded  her  brother  David  McConaughy  as  a  resident  of  Little  Beaver  Township.  David
McConaughy had married the widowed Isabella Sawhill Miller on 5 April 1803. Isabella brought to the marriage
(by way of Alexander Miller) her son Samuel Miller who would become the husband of Martha McCandless.

In 1817, David McConaughy and family migrated to Deerfield, Ohio on the banks of the Mahoning River. At
some point after this date, Sarah McConaughy McCandless and daughter Martha McCandless decided to leave

27 The several inscriptions in the McCandless bible plus his signature on his last will and testament.

28 1815 appears to be the year. The date in the copy provided me by the Butler Public Library is somewhat unclear.
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Butler  County  and  join David  McConaughy in  Deerfield.  According to  The  History  of  the  Samuel  Miller
Family:29

Samuel and his wife were step-cousins. Both were children whose fathers had died and whose
mothers migrated westward. Martha Miller's mother, Sarah McCandless, was a sister of David
McConnaughy, who was Samuel's step-father. Martha and her mother came to Ohio from Butler
County, Penna (sic), when Martha was still a child. They came alone, riding on horseback and
taking turns leading a cow.

The exact  date of  Sarah and Martha's migration is uncertain. By 1817,  Robert
McCandless would have been dead four years and Martha would turn 13 years
old.  Per  Robert's  will,  “Martha is  not  to  Receive  her  part  till  at  full  age of
Maturity”. At the age of  13 or soon thereafter Martha might have received her
inheritance (no record of which has been found). With the last tie to Butler County
extinguished, Sarah and Martha would then have been free to join Sarah's brother
in Ohio.

Eventually, Martha McCandless married her step-cousin Samuel Miller (born 30
May 1802, Lancaster County, PA) on 14 January 1830. They established a farm in
North Benton, Ohio, and had seven children. The Robert McCandless 1802 bible
became the Samuel and Martha Miller family bible and in it was recorded the
births and deaths of another generation.

Sarah McConaughy McCandless lived until the age of 84 and died 8 August 1849
having  lived  long  enough to  see  the  birth  of  all  seven  of  her  grandchildren.
Although her burial location is uncertain, it is likely she was buried in the North
Benton cemetery as were Samuel and Martha Miller.  Samuel died  10 January
1878 at the age of 75. Martha McCandless Miller died 9 March 1880 also at the age of 75.

29 History of the Samuel Miller Family compiled by Florence Miller Olver, an unpublished typewritten document dated
1939, page 1
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Table 7.  Records of the 4 May 1813 auction of the Robert McCandless Estate
Farm Implements
sickle.......................... 1
iron pitch fork
  & scythe...................1........... $  0.30
sieve........................... 1
hoes............................2
handsaw..................... 1........... $  0.20
draw knife.................. 1........... $  0.41
grindstone.................. 1........... $  0.25
chain...........................1
crook chain................ 2........... $  2.15
horse gear (?)............. 2........... $  9.18
log chain.....................1
double trees and link.. 1 pr.
plough & irons
  & clevis.................... 1........... $  4.64
falling axe...................1........... $  2.05
grubbing hoe.............. 1
hilling hoes................. 2........... $  0.75
iron harrow................ 1........... $  3.00
iron wedge................. 2
spade.......................... 1........... $  0.47
packsaddles................ 2........... $  0.94
saddle bags.................1 pr.
bridles.........................2
neck chain and collar..1
bell and collar.............1
surcingle.....................1........... $  0.30
shot gun..................... 1........... $  6.01
hog tongs................... 1 pr....... $  0.27
man's saddle............... 1........... $  9.04

Housewares
bake oven...................1........... $  2.35
pot..............................1
large kettle................. 1........... $  4.00
cedar pail with iron hoops............1
6 cups and saucers
  & teapot................... ............. $  1.00
tea spoons.................. 6
glass tumbler.............. 1
flask............................2
cream jug
  & pepper box........... 1........... $  0.25
sugar dish................... 1........... $  0.21
salt cellar.................... 1........... $  0.19
bottle..........................1........... $  0.51
crocks.........................8
pewter basin............... 3........... $  1.36
pewter plates..............6........... $  3.03
pewter dish.................1........... $  1.95
keg............................. 1
bread baskets..............2

sole leather................. 1 pc.
upper leather.............. 1/4
tin cups.......................4........... $  0.38
candlestick
  & snuffers................ 1
candles....................... 22......... $  0.22
knife box & 7 knives & 11 forks
coffee mill.................. 1........... $  1.00
wallpaper....................3 yds..... $  0.48
vials............................4
barrels........................ 3
meat barrels................2
washing tub................1
smoothing iron........... 2........... $  1.58
looking glass.............. 1........... $  1.12½
tongs.......................... 1 pr.
2 set knitting needles
  & inkstand............................. $  0.27

Bedding & Linens
bed tick...................... 2
blanket........................1........... $  1.30
blanket........................2
quilts.......................... 1
sheet...........................2
muslin sheet................1........... $  1.00
pillows........................2........... $  1.31
pillow cases................2........... $  0.66
quilt............................1........... $  2.00
bed tick and bolster....1........... $  1.35
1 tablecloth & 2 hand towels... $  0.63

Furniture
table........................... 1
chest...........................1.............$ 3.00
dough chest................1........... $  3.00
corner cupboard.........1......... $  11.25
chairs..........................7
rocking chair.............. 1
bedstead..................... 1........... $  1.26

Livestock
beehive....................... 1
beehive large.............. 1
hogs............................12..........$36.00
12 hens & 1 cock....... ............. $  1.17
bay horse....................1............$39.00
black colt (1 yr)..........1............$15.60
black cow and calf..... 1............$14.00
red heifer....................1............$12.00
sheep.......................... 4............$16.00

Books
David's Psalm Book... 1........... $  1.70
Watts Psalms
  & Hymns..................1........... $  1.05
Confession of Faith.... 1........... $  1.30
Impartial Testimony... 1........... $  0.75
The Afflicted Man's
  Companion...............1........... $  0.76

Farm Produce, Feed, Seed, Food
hops............................1 bag.....$  0.26
clover seed ................ 1 qrt......$  0.28
rye.............................. 2/3 field
potatoes..................... 2 bushel
wheat flour.................95 lbs
buckwheat flour......... 155 lbs
oats............................ 18 bsh     45¢ per
wheat..........................2/3 field
rye.............................. 2/3 field
sugar.......................... 1 keg
bacon..........................99 lbs.   12½¢ per

Clothing
fine shirt..................... 2........... $  2.05
fine white
  handkerchief.............1........... $  0.50
trowsers..................... 1 pr....... $  0.40
shirt............................ 1........... $  1.35
muslin.........................1 pc
fur hat.........................1........... $  2.83
great coat................... 1........... $  2.40
black velvet jacket......1........... $  1.25
nankeen jacket............1........... $  1.01
nankeen coat.............. 1........... $  1.00
jacket..........................2........... $  1.20
blue coat.....................1
swans down jacket..... 1........... $  1.87
overalls.......................3 pr.
britches.......................1 pr....... $  1.00
stockings.................... 3 pr.
coat trimmings........... 1
boots.......................... 1 pr....... $  0.45
shirt............................ 1........... $  0.14
silk handkerchief........ 1
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Table 8.  Record of property taken by Sarah McConaughy McCandless from the Robert
McCandless estate.
Livestock & Equipment
brown mare................ 1............$38.00
brindle cow and calf... 1............$16.00
bridle.......................... 1........... $  0.50
bells and collars..........2........... $  0.60
bell............................. 1........... $  2.00

Housewares & Furniture
bedstead..................... 1........... $  2.50
smaller bake oven
  & hooks................... 1........... $  2.00
pot & hooks............... 1........... $  1.50
pickling pot................ 1........... $  0.15
bucket & pail..............1........... $  0.50
skillet..........................1........... $  0.70

tin pans.......................2........... $  0.50
spoons........................4........... $  0.40
butter box...................1........... $  0.50
calf skin......................1........... $  1.00
chair........................... 1........... $  0.40
spinning wheel............1........... $  1.50
scissors.......................1 pr....... $  0.12½

Bedding & Linens
feather bed bolster
  and pillows...............1............$12.87
blanket........................1........... $  1.37½
bed quilt..................... 1........... $  4.00
sheet........................... ............. $  0.90

Clothing & Personal Items
worsted stockings...... 1 pr....... $  0.75
combs.........................2........... $  0.30
spectacles & case....... 1 pr....... $  0.66½
large bible...................1........... $  4.00

Food and Feed
vinegar keg & hops keg........... $  0.50   
wheat..........................15 bsh... $11.25
rye.............................. 7 bsh..... $  3.75
pickled pork............... 60 lbs.... $  3.60
tub salt....................... 1........... $  1.25
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Robert McCandless Pedigree
Robert McCandless
Born: 1740 – 1750 at Ulster Province, Ireland, possibly at Aughnacloy, County Tyrone

Married: (1) Mary/Bakel(?) UNK circa 1765 – 1770 at Ulster Province, Ireland
Born: 1745 – 1753 at Ulster Province, Ireland
Died: prior to 1800 census, probably 7 March 1800 at Connoquenessing Twp., 
Butler Co., PA

(2) Sarah McConaughy, 5 April 1803, Connoquenessing Twp., Butler Co., PA
Born: 1765
Died: 8 Aug 1849

Died: April 24, 1813, Middlesex Twp., Butler Co., Pennsylvania

Children by Mary/Bakel McCandless30

1. Elizabeth McCandless
Born: circa 1770
Married: Hugh Gilliland, Sr.
Died: 16 July 1853 at Middlesex Twp., Butler Co., PA

2. Jean McCandless
Born: circa 1773 at Antrim Twp., Cumberland Co., PA
Married: Abraham Day
Died: ??

3. Mary McCandless
Born: circa 1775 at Antrim Twp., Cumberland Co., PA
Married: William Johnston, Sr.
Died: ??

4. Bakel McCandless
Born: circa 1778 at Antrim Twp., Cumberland Co., PA
Married: William Kilgore
Died: ??

5. Margaret McCandless
Born: circa 1780 at Antrim Twp., Cumberland Co., PA
Married: William Johnston, Jr.
Died: ??

6. Sarah McCandless
Born: circa 1782 at Antrim Twp., Cumberland Co., PA
Married: Joseph (Joshua) Brown in 1802 at Middlesex Twp., Butler Co., PA
Died: ??

7. Robert McCandless
Born: circa 1785 at Franklin Co., PA

30 For details on Robert McCandless' descendants from his first marriage, see McCandless Werner/Winner and Related
Families of Southern Butler County Pennsylvania, Clarence Edwin McCandless, 1989
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Married: Emily J. Critchlow, 27 Oct 1807 at Middlesex Twp., Butler Co., PA
Died: 13 June 1861 at Penn Twp., Butler Co., PA

8. James McCandless
Born: circa 1790 at Huntington Twp., Westmoreland Co., PA
Married: Elizabeth Brown, 10 Dec 1812, at Middlesex Twp., Butler Co., PA
Died: 1 Jan 1862 at Penn Twp., Butler Co., PA

9. John McCandless
Born: circa 1792 at Huntington Twp., Westmoreland Co., PA
Married: ??
Died: ??

Children by Sarah McConaughy McCandless
1. Martha McCandless

Born: 12 July 1804 at Connoquenessing Twp., Butler Co., PA
Married: Samuel Miller on 14 Jan 1830
Died: 9 Mar 1880
Buried: North Benton Cemetery, Ohio

Page 17



History of Robert McCandless

Page 18

Figure 6.  Map of Pennsylvania as of 1791



History of Robert McCandless

Page 19

Figure 7.  Map of Pennsylvania as of 1836


